
‘Discipleship Actions’?         Order of Service insert, 17 November 2019 

Halfway through the eleventh month of the year – on each of the 46 
Sundays so far and reaching ahead to the 52nd and last week, an invitation has 
been given to engage in a particular ‘Discipleship Action’. 

Amongst other things, we have been asked to pray for one another and 
appreciate one another, we have been reminded to act in care for homeless or 
hungry people and for our environment, we have been prompted to ‘say sorry’ 
and seek forgiveness;  we have been asked to invite someone we don’t know 
from church to coffee or tea, and to give towards different aspects of the 
church’s work, and more . . .  

Do these things by themselves make us disciples of Jesus, which is what 
shapes us as Christians?  Of course they don’t, if we think that it’s all about 
completing a tick list of activities.  And not all of the more specific actions, every 
week, would have been possible for everyone.  We know and understand that. 

So why have we persevered with the invitations, the suggestions, the 
prompts? Because we want to provide something every week which faces us 
with the relationship between Sunday worship and deliberate weekday action. 

Being a disciple is a blend of being a learner and a follower - the 
indivisible truth that we can’t learn until we follow, and we can’t follow unless 
we want to learn. 

This week, in these quotations about Discipleship, we offer some seeds 
for thought and response: 

“Those who aren't following Jesus aren't his followers. It's that simple. Followers 
follow, and those who don't follow aren't followers. To follow Jesus means to 
follow Jesus into a society where justice rules, where love shapes everything. To 
follow Jesus means to take up his dream and work for it.”  
― Scot McKnight, One.Life: Jesus Calls, We Follow 

“You will know as much of God, and only as much of God, as you are willing to 
put into practice.”  
― Eric Liddell, The Disciplines Of The Christian Life 

“Jesus-shaped spirituality hears Jesus say "believe and repent," but the call that 
resonates most closely in the heart of a disciple is "follow me." The command to 
follow requires that we take a daily journey in the company of other students. It 
demands that we be lifelong learners  . . .  Discipleship is a call to me, but it is a 
journey of "we.”  
― Michael Spencer, Mere Churchianity: Finding Your Way Back to Jesus-Shaped 
Spirituality 
 


